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First Australian Toxicologist to become President Elect of International Union of Toxicology (IUTOX)
Melbourne Australia (3 March 2017)
President of the Australasian College of Toxicology and Risk Assessment (ACTRA), Dr Peter Di Marco, was announced the first
Australian to be elected to the role of President Elect on the Executive Committee of the International Union of Toxicology (IUTOX)
on October 5th 2016 in Merida, Mexico. Dr Di Marco served on the IUTOX Executive Committee for two terms from 1996 to 2001 as
chair of the Commission on Developing Countries and Countries in Economic Transition.
IUTOX is an organisation that aims to increase awareness of toxicological issues facing humankind across the globe. Founded in 1980,
IUTOX has established itself as the voice of toxicology on the global stage with 63 affiliated societies with a collective membership
base of over 25,000 members across six continents: Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, North and South America.
Dr Di Marco will also serve as Chair of the IUTOX Scientific Committee, which co-chairs national and international scientific programme
committees for IUTOX associated scientific activities and congresses. He has a strong interest in facilitating the growth of the science
of toxicology in developing countries as well as countries in economic transition.
Dr Peter Di Marco will serve as President Elect for three years and will become President of IUTOX in 2019. Dr Di Marco believes his
role as ACTRA President for the last four years, Vice President for the previous six; as well as his previous experience on the IUTOX
Executive committee; has given him the knowledge and experience to successfully take on the role. Dr Di Marco believes his role will
help promote the importance of unifying Toxicologists and Risk Assessors here in Australasia.
“ACTRA was established in 2006 with the aim of providing a professional scientific organisation to support persons engaged in the
sciences of toxicology and health risk assessment in Australasia” Di Marco said.
“An important objective in establishing ACTRA was to initiate a process whereby the professional standing and credentials of Australian
and New Zealand toxicologists and health risk assessors (HRAs) could receive some type of formal, peer-reviewed recognition.”
“As ACTRA President I am honoured to have been elected to lead IUTOX and look forward to continue the great work done by IUTOX
since 1980 in bringing toxicology to the world for the betterment of humankind. I am also pleased that I am in a better position to
raise the profile of ACTRA in Australasia and internationally.”
ACTRA advances the study and applications of toxicology and health risk assessment as professional scientific disciplines, and
cultivates the highest standards of professional practice and ethics in persons engaged in the sciences of toxicology and health risk
assessment in Australasia.
To learn more about ACTRA visit www.actra.org.au

