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ACTRA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

18 SEPTEMBER 2025 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Acknowledgment of Country:  

We in ACTRA acknowledge the Traditional Custodians and their Ancestors of the unceded 

lands and waters across Australia where we conduct the business of the society. We also 

respectfully acknowledge Elders past and present. 

Welcome to all members of the Australasian College of Toxicology and Risk Assessment (ACTRA) 

to this AGM for 2025. We are holding this AGM online this year to allow as many people as 

possible to attend, instead of our usual practice of holding it in person in combination with the 

Annual Scientific Meeting, which took place in Wellington, New Zealand.   

2025 ASM & CE day: The ACTRA Annual Scientific Meeting (ASM) and Continuing Education 

(CE) program was held as a first ever joint conference with the Society of Environmental 

Toxicology and Chemistry Australasia (SETAC AU) as a face-to-face only event in Te Whanganui-

a-Tara Wellington, Aotearoa New Zealand. The 4-day program consisted of pre-conference 

workshops held on the first day (25 August), followed by the main conference over the next three 

days (26 – 28 August) at the James Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor in Wellington. We hope 

conference registrants enjoyed the excellent scientific and CE program focusing on the theme of 

“Building a lasting legacy: Our choice, their future”, as well as the numerous social functions 

including the welcome reception, buddy breakfast, poster reception, student function, and 

conference gala dinner. The contributions of invited speakers are greatly appreciated by all 

attendees. We had numerous distinguished invited speakers join us both in person and online from 

across New Zealand, Australia, Italy, and the United States. We also very much appreciated the 

presentation by the Di Marco Student Travel Grant recipient (Max Gillings, Macquarie University). 

The ASM Organising Committee and the SETAC AU / ACTRA Local Organising Committee have 

been meeting since late 2024 to develop and implement an excellent conference program. I 

sincerely thank my co-convenor Eugene Georgiades (New Zealand Environmental Protection 

Authority, Te Mana Rauhī Taiao (NZ EPA)) and the members of both committees:  

• Local Organising Committee: Eugene Georgiades (Conference Co-convenor; NZ EPA), Tarah 

Hagen (Conference Co-convenor; FACTRA, SLR Consulting Australia Pty Ltd and ACTRA 

President), Dr Belinda Cridge (Water NZ), Dr Jo Cavanagh (Manaaki Whenua – Landcare 

Research), Prof. Sally Gaw (University of Canterbury), Assoc. Prof. Melanie Kah (University of 

Auckland), Dr Jeane Nicolas (NZ Ministry for Primary Industries, Manatu Ahu Matua (MPI)), Dr 

Andrew Pearson (Tonkin & Taylor), Dr Shaun Presow (NZ EPA), Karen Thompson (Earth 

Sciences New Zealand), and Dr Louis Tremblay (Manaaki Whenua).    

• ACTRA ASM Sub-committee: Roger Chong (FACTRA; Retired), Dr Rhian Cope (FACTRA, SLR 

Consulting and ACTRA Secretary), Tarah Hagen, Effi Liden (Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 

Medicines Authority and ACTRA Registrar), Dr Maryam Moslehi (RACTRA; SLR Consulting), 

Katie Richardson (RACTRA; Senversa and ACTRA Vice President), Dr Leonid Turczynowicz 

(University of Adelaide), Dr Adam Wightwick (RACTRA; Ramboll), Assoc. Prof. Paul Wright 

(FIUPAC, FACTRA; RMIT University and ACTRA Immediate Past President). 

Conference organising support was provided by Kerry South and Luxor McGowan from 

Conferences & Events Ltd. 

Our sincerest thanks to the following sponsors for their generous financial support and also for 

supporting their staff to attend the SETAC AU / ACTRA conference: Host – Environmental 
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Protection Authority, Te Mana Rauhī Taiao (NZ EPA); Gold Sponsors – SLR Consulting, Botanical 

Resources Australia, Metals Environmental Research Associations (MERA) / NiPERA, Australian 

Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW); 

Silver Sponsor (and Coffee Cart) – Eurofins; Bronze Sponsors – Earth Sciences New Zealand, 

ALS Food & Environmental NZ, Australian Institute of Marine Science; Session Sponsors – Hazard 

Evaluation Ltd (HazEL™), Ngā Ara Whetū - Centre for Climate Biodiversity and Society University 

of Auckland, SAAFE Cooperative Research Centre, Water New Zealand; Di Marco Student Travel 

Grant Sponsor – Dr Peter Di Marco of Benchmark Toxicology Services Pty Ltd; Exhibitors – 

Envirolab Group, Agilent, Datanest. 

Other Planned Events: ACTRA is partnering with the Australasian Land and Groundwater 

Association (ALGA) to run a practical face-to-face risk assessment workshop in May 2026 in 

Melbourne, Victoria. Stay tuned for more information.  

New Secretariat: In 2024, ACTRA used Adam Druce’s services from Conference Management 

Solutions (CMS) to provide conference support for the 2024 ASM and CE Day. The conference ran 

smoothly and Adam’s services proved to be very professional. After a tendering process, the 

ACTRA Management Committee made the decision to transition the ACTRA Secretariat to CMS, 

in order for ACTRA to increase efficiencies by having the same provider for both conference 

support and Secretariat services. The transition and handover process occurred from 1 June to 31 

July, with Adam Druce fully operational in the ACTRA Secretariat role from 1 August 2025.  

Online activities: To continue providing members with value for their membership, several online 

activities have occurred since the last AGM, including regular webinars, e-Newsletters, as well as 

LinkedIn posts (at https://www.linkedin.com/company/actra-1/) thanks to Maryam Moslehi and 

Mirella Goetzmann (RACTRA; Netgate Toxicology and Edith Cowan University, ECU), along with 

further updates to the ACTRA website (at https://actra.org.au/) thanks to Mirella and Adam Druce 

(Secretariat, CMS). Please remember to repost or comment on the LinkedIn posts and also send 

your ideas for activities and topics that you would like to see in the future via the Members’ 

Suggestion Box. We are currently in the process of a website refresh / update – thanks to Maryam 

and Adam for keeping this project going in the background. We already have a long-overdue new 

user-friendly membership portal which makes it easier for members to keep their contact details 

up-to-date, pay outstanding invoices, and access member-only resources. Many thanks also to Dr 

Rhian Cope, as Editor of the ACTRA e-Newsletter (‘Risky Business’) supported by Tarah Hagen 

and the previous ACTRA Secretariat, for an excellent edition of the e-Newsletter in Spring 2024 

and Winter 2025.  

As the Chair of the ACTRA Education Committee, Dr Maryam Moslehi has continued to co-

ordinate the very successful monthly ACTRA webinar program with support from Paul Lumsden at 

TAS and now Adam Druce at CMS. This regular feature held on the first Thursday of the month 

has included a range of interesting and engaging presentations, along with interactive Q&A 

sessions moderated by Ian Delaere, Tarah Hagen, Maryam Moslehi, and Paul Wright, and has 

attracted consistent participant numbers and much interest from other societies. Since the last 

AGM, these have included webinars #36 - 44: Keith Henderson (Food Standards Australia New 

Zealand) on “Australian Total Diet Study” (3 October 2024); John Frangos (FACTRA, DABT) on 

“Exploring Metal Toxicity: Case Studies in Environmental Health Risk Assessments” (7 November 

2024); Tarah Hagen (FACTRA, DABT; SLR Consulting) on “Short Term Exposure Limit for 

Respirable Crystalline Silica” (5 December 2024); Dr Rhian Cope (DABT, DABVT, FACTRA; SLR 

Consulting) on “Introduction to Toxic Optic Neuropathy” (6 February 2025) and “Introduction to 

Ototoxicity and Vestibular Toxicity” (6 March 2025); Therese Manning (FACTRA; Enrisks) on 

“Using environmental data for a human health and ecological risk assessment: what do the 

numbers actually mean?” (3 April 2025); Dr Michael Dourson (Toxicology for Excellence in Risk 

Assessment, TERA) on “The Safe Dose Range of PFOS” (8 May 2025); Tarah Hagen (FACTRA, 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/actra-1/
https://actra.org.au/
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DABT; SLR Consulting) on “Introduction to Practical Toxicology” (3 July 2025); and Effi Liden 

(DABT, Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority) on “How to progress your 

membership to the next level” (7 August 2025). You can purchase access to past webinars that 

you might have missed at the time via the following webpage: https://clems.eventsair.com/actra-

webinar-series/actrawebinars-past/Site/Register. Thank you very much to our ACTRA experts for 

their time and contributions – we look forward to the future webinars on toxicology, risk 

assessment and exposure science.  

Executive Committee: ACTRA Management Committee Meetings were held on 9 October and 3 

December 2024, and 4 February, 1 April, 3 June and 5 August 2025. I sincerely thank the 

Executive Committee for their dedication and input in the running of our society, i.e. Paul Wright 

(ACTRA Immediate Past President), Katie Richardson (ACTRA Vice President), Rhian Cope 

(ACTRA Secretary, Marketing & Communications Chair), Andrew Harman (ACTRA Treasurer, 

Governance & Finance Chair), Effi Liden (ACTRA Membership Officer/Registrar), Maryam Moslehi 

(Committee Member, ACTRA Education Chair), Roger Chong (Committee Member) and co-opted 

co-ordinator members, Mirella Goetzmann (ACTRA website), Len Turczynowicz (ACTRA Exposure 

Science Group) and Peter Di Marco (IUTOX Past President), with excellent support from Paul 

Lumsden (previous ACTRA Secretariat; TAS) and Adam Druce (current ACTRA Secretariat; CMS). 

The streamlined election process for committee positions, which was first used in 2023, was 

conducted via email in July/August, with successful candidates announced at the AGM.  

Membership/Registration: The ACTRA membership is currently at a total of 156, including 19 

RACTRA members (including 1 Honorary Emeritus RACTRA) and 20 FACTRA members 

(including 1 Honorary Fellow and 2 Honorary Emeritus FACTRA). The re-registration process 

occurs 5 years after inclusion in the ACTRA Professional Register and is continuing successfully – 

many thanks to the ongoing efforts of ACTRA Registrar Effi Liden. 

Financial status of ACTRA: ACTRA’s financial position is reasonably stable, with a small drop in 

August/September due to expected Secretariat handover costs. Many thanks again to Andrew 

Harman for his valued contribution as Treasurer. 

Service Awards: 

ACTRA Recognition of Service Awards 2025: 

• Dr Andrew Harman (PhD, LLB), for dedicated and exceptional service to ACTRA as Treasurer 

from 2006-2025. 

• Dr Roger Chong (BVSc, FANZCVS), for dedicated service to ACTRA as member of the 

Management Committee between 2023 and 2024. 

• Dr Leonid Turczynowicz (PhD), for dedicated and exceptional service to ACTRA as co-opted 

member of the Management Committee between 2020 and 2025, and Co-chair of the ASM in 

2022. 

2026 ASM: We have run a survey in the lead-up to the AGM to get feedback from the membership 

with respect to preferred location and theme for the 2026 ASM, with the matter to be taken to a 

vote at the AGM.    

On behalf of our whole society, I am very appreciative of our members who help to make ACTRA 

vibrant and responsive. I hope you and your family are staying well and best wishes to you all from 

myself and the ACTRA Executive/Management Committee. I look forward to another fruitful year of 

scientific exchange! 

Tarah Hagen, MSc DABT FACTRA, SLR Consulting Australia Pty Ltd 

President of ACTRA 

21 August 2025 
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